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Diplomatic relations between the Republic of Vietnam (RV, South Vietnam) and France were broken off on June 24, 1965, on the initiative of Saigon. France resumed these relations on April 13, 1973. In the meantime, relations between the two states were maintained at the level of consulates. The military junta at the head of South Vietnam broke with France to make public its opposition to the project of neutralization of Indochina entertained by French president Charles de Gaulle. During these eight years, the RV never harmed the staff of the consulate, but was never shy of retaliating on French nationals and business firms present in South Vietnam, and even of ransacking the building of the consulate, each time that French policy differed too markedly from its own. Thus, the plight of the French consulate in Saigon was quite unique during the cold war. Its staff operated under restrictions which were not caused by the respective allegiances of the two states to contending blocs, since France and the RV both belonged to the Western camp. Neither was the RV retaliating to material harm inflicted by France. Rather, the conditions under which the consulate operated depended on the variations of power relations between the two factions of the junta: those who accepted a negotiation with the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV, North Vietnam) and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (NLF) -on certain conditions-, and those for whom war was the only option. This paper will first review the causes of the break. It will then detail the consequences of the break for the work of the consulate and its agents. Lastly, it will show how, in the context of the peace negotiations which started in 1968, South Vietnamese authorities tried to mend ways with France so as to influence the United States. These overtures allowed the consulate to operate in a less hostile environment, but always remained fraught with ambiguities, so that France never agreed to reestablish diplomatic relations with South Vietnam before the signature of the Paris peace agreement in 1973.

The strong economic and cultural positions of France in South Vietnam

France retained important -although declining-economic and cultural interests in South Vietnam in the 1960s. During the colonial period, industrial activities were concentrated in the North of Vietnam, around coal mines, and plantations in the South. Since French firms had left the DRV immediately after independence, what remained of French economic activities after 1954 was concentrated in South Vietnam. The RV was a nationalist regime, eager to achieve economic independence. It raised taxes and placed restrictions on the transfer of profits abroad to coerce foreign firms into selling their capital to Vietnamese nationals or to the Vietnamese state itself. Such methods, as well as the war situation, prevented foreigners from investing in South Vietnam, with the result that the bulk of foreign firms operating in the country were French enterprises founded during the colonial era. The RV did not spare French interests: between 1954 and 1959, 110 French industrial firms (out of a total of 229), and 102 trading firms, were closed down or sold to the Vietnamese authorities. The RV also bought all French-owned rice plantations within the framework of its land reform. But owing to lack of funds, the RV did not nationalise the big French-owned rubber plantations which operated on its territory. These plantations provided South Vietnam with its most important commodity for export: rubber generally accounted for more than twothirds of South Vietnamese exports in value 1 . Trade of other commodities between France and the RV remained limited, for U.S. economic aid to South Vietnam was tied to the purchase of American goods, but French firms also dominated banking, import trade, air and naval shipping, rubber plantations and consumer goods (tobacco, alcoholic drinks). The BGI brewery (Brasseries et Glacières de l'Indochine) and the Bastos tobacco company enjoyed almost complete monopolies. The managers of these big firms were an exclusive set and seldom mixed with the Vietnamese 2 .

French cultural influence, another legacy from the colonial period, remained important. The Vietnamese elites were fluent in French, since commissioned officers and members of the professions and the civil service had been trained in French universities or technical schools 3 . Although the RV founded its own universities after independence, more than 30,000 Vietnamese students were still enrolled in universities in France in 1966, and 13 French-speaking primary and secondary schools, deemed the best in the country, operated in South Vietnam 4 . Many French people followed qualified trades in RV. In 1964, for instance, 150 plantation managers and engineers, 425 doctors, 420 teachers, 47 university professors, as well as many qualified employees of Catholic medical institutions, were French 5 . Thus, the scale and scope of French activities in South Vietnam allowed local authorities many opportunities to exert pressure on their counterpart in Paris.

The break and its causes

France acknowledged the RV as the only legitimate state in Vietnam. Its relations with the DRV remained at the consular -not diplomatic-level. But it was also on record as favourable to the reunification of Vietnam by way of official contacts between the North and the South, as planned by the final declaration of the Geneva peace conference (July 21, 1954). This position was anathema for the junta which, like the United states, wanted the partition to remain permanent, and whose extremist members ambitioned to conquer the North by military means. Before breaking off with Paris, the RV waged for 18 months a propaganda drive against France. In January 1964, as a prelude to the establishment of diplomatic relations between France and People's China, the French news agency Agence France Presse (AFP) published an editorial which, among other topics, called for a cease-fire in Vietnam and for contacts between North and South as preliminary steps for reunification. The Assembly of Notables of the RV (a consultative organ), retaliated by calling for breaking-off with France, the seizure of all French properties in South Vietnam, and the deportation of all French business chiefs. No action was taken but, soon afterwards, the RV refused to assent to the nomination of a new French ambassador to Saigon, Roger du Gardier, arguing that he was a relic from the colonial past, since he had served as diplomatic counsellor to the French high commissioner in Indochina from 1948 to 19516 .

Immediately after the announcement of diplomatic relations between France and People's China on January 27, 1964, the RV retaliated by issuing decree 777, which banned several types of imports from France (wines, beauty products, cars, but not books or medicines), and forbade French nationals to work for importing firms. However, in practice, the ban was not absolute and could be evaded7 . It was immediately followed on January 30 by the military coup of General Nguyen Khanh, backed by the United States, which consolidated the position of the most rabid opponents to the DRV inside the junta. Nguyen Khanh alleged that his coup had been necessary to get rid of a neutralist cabal, backed by France, which operated inside the preceding cabinet headed by Duong Van Minh. Nguyen Khan was determined to break off diplomatic relations with France as soon as he took power, but the United States dissuaded him from doing so, for fear that France, in retaliation, establish diplomatic ties with the DRV as it had just done with China. Furthermore, the United States lacked the personnel necessary to replace the numerous French people who exerted economic responsibilities in South Vietnam. Nguyen Khanh had to be satisfied with partial measures: several French nationals were deported, most French newspapers were banned, French newsreels were censored. But Nguyen Khanh also commissioned a study on the economic consequences of a break with France. And since its conclusion was that the South Vietnamese economy could survive if all French civil servants assigned to cooperation with the RV were to leave the country, the general did not give up his plan8 .

During the summer of 1964, Nguyen Khanh and General Do Mau publicly raised the possibility to invade the DRV. On, July 20, the 10 th anniversary of the Geneva peace agreement, which was declared a day of national mourning, anti-French demonstrations were held in Saigon. Students ransacked the monument to French soldiers fallen during World War Two and the building of the French embassy. The department of Foreign Affairs answered French protests that the students had indeed acted regrettably, but that it would not tolerate any foreign meddling in the whole affair. Meanwhile, generals who were suspected of being too sympathetic to France, and more junior officers who had graduated from French academies, were excluded from influential positions, with the approval of the U. S. embassy in Saigon9 .

In 1965, to signal its disapproval of U. S. policy in Asia, France sent only an observer, not a full-fledged diplomat, to the spring meeting of the South East Asian Treaty Organisation (SEATO). Since South Vietnam, although not a member of SEATO, was under the protection of the Organisation, the RV deemed this move unfriendly. In retaliation, South Vietnam put an end to French cultural programs on its radio and television stations, and deported the chief of the AFP bureau in the country. According to the secretary for foreign affairs, Tran Van Do, these measures were necessary to appease extremist French-bashers. Meanwhile, at the request of a student association, a squad of soldiers and firemen pulled down the memorial to French soldiers which had been desecrated in July, 1964. The government argued that it took the matter in hand to prevent disorder10 . This assertion was plausible, for anticolonialism and anti-communism were far from absent in the general population. Students, for instance, harboured diverse opinions, but some of them were both anti-communist and opposed to the dictatorial junta, which meant that at least some of their anti-French demonstrations may have been spontaneous11 .

In this context, the Saigon press intensified its campaign against "French imperialists". The leaders were papers owned by Americans (Tu Do/La Liberté, which called for military action against People's China), or by members of the hard-right nationalist Dai Viet party who were close to ministers (Chinh Luan/L'Opinion véritable, headed by a relative of Phan Huy Quat, the head of government, and Saigon Post which belonged to undersecretary Bui Diem). According to these papers, De Gaulle conspired with communist powers to neutralise Indochina, which would return under French tutelage at a later stage. The General opposed American policy because he could not stand that the U. S. succeed on a theatre where France had failed. This attitude was the proof that France was no longer influential in Asia. It was also alleged that French firms operating in South Vietnam had come into close contact with the NLF as an insurance policy. These papers urged the government to take further measures against France, such as the seizure of plantations or the closing of French cultural agencies 12 .

In spite of all this, the United States suspected Nguyen Khanh of neutralism, for he had secretly got in touch with the NLF. That is why they supported another military coup, by Generals Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen Cao Ky, who became president and vice-president, respectively, on June 19, 1965. The new team believed that breaking-off diplomatic relations with France, immediately after its inauguration, would be a grand gesture which would stiffen the patriotism of the South Vietnamese. The break-off was announced by Nguyen Cao Ky during a press conference on June 24, 1965, without any prior notice. Foreign Secretary Tran Van Do -a civilian-publicly explained that France was playing into the hands of the DRV. The instigator of the move, which aimed at protesting against French policy, was Nguyen Van Thieu. The decision had been taken in haste. Tran Van Do later claimed that he had dissuaded the military members of the cabinet from taking additional measures, such as the seizure of plantations. The American, British, and Italian ambassadors in Saigon had advised against breaking off, but the United States were keen on depriving France of any political influence in South Vietnam. Only one member of the junta declared against the rupture: General Tran Van Minh, the secretary of Defence, who feared that it would bring together Paris and Hanoi. When the U.S. were informed of the position of Tran Van Minh, they demanded that he be released of his duties. The break did not cause the South Vietnamese to rally around the flag: according to the French intelligence service, one half of the population disapproved it, one quarter was indifferent, and one quarter approved it in principle, but thought that its timing was ill-advised 13 .

De Gaulle let it be known in the French press that he did not care about the break, since political ties between France and South Vietnam had been being weak for years 14 . But his reaction in private may have been much more forceful, for André Mattei, the chargé d'affaires then at the head of the embassy, who had returned to France 48 hours after the break, was reprimanded by the Quai d'Orsay, the French department of foreign affairs, for not having left Saigon quickly enough [START_REF] Ad | Rupture des relations diplomatiques avec le Sud-Vietnam[END_REF] .

The consequences of the break for the French consulate in Saigon From then on, France would be represented in South Vietnam by general consuls deprived of diplomatic immunities: Joseph Lambroschini until the end of 1967, Laurent Giovangrandi from 1968 to July, 1970, and Jacques de Folin up to the resumption of diplomatic relations. But except for the lack of a full-fledged ambassador, the working of the Saigon station remained much the same. Foreign minister Tran Van Do allowed the consulate to remain in the building of the embassy and to use a diplomatic pouch and cryptographic means of communication. Agents who held diplomatic immunities before the break could keep them [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam[END_REF] . At the South Vietnamese department of foreign affairs, the consul had access to the secretary, to the permanent under-secretary and to the chief of protocol. But Lambroschini knew that the real power laid in the hands of the military, and he made arrangements should they order the consulate to close [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] . For its part, the Quai d'Orsay expected to consulate to provide information on the political situation in South Vietnam, as well as to expedite the usual administrative tasks [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] . Thus, in fact, the consul served as a chargé d'affaires.

The Quai d'Orsay tried to figure out how to retaliate to the break, but concluded that few actions were possible. Economic reprisals would be futile, since trade between the two countries was limited, and dangerous, owing to the amount of French capital invested in South Vietnam. Deporting South Vietnamese nationals living in France would have little political impact, since they consisted mostly in students unknown to the general public. According to the Quai, the junta knew that the Vietnamese regarded it as a puppet of the United States, and it tried to divert the blame by attacking France [START_REF] Ad | Attitude à prendre devant la politique anti-française du Gouvernement de Saigon[END_REF] . At least, the Quai wanted the United States to know that it was not fooled. So, speaking on a personal basis, the under-secretary for Asian affairs, Etienne Manac'h, informed the counsellor of the American embassy in Paris of his concern about the "unpleasant attitude of South-Vietnamese authorities toward French interests in their country20 ". Otherwise, French authorities kept silent, so as not to compromise the possibility of better relations with the RV in the future, and for fear of provoking retaliations against French cultural and economic activities in the country [START_REF] Ad | Relations de la France avec le Vietnam-Sud[END_REF] .

The break implied that several civilian members of the embassy staff, as well as all the military attachés, had to leave South Vietnam. The financial attaché, and the staff of the consular, cultural and commercial services, remained in Saigon. But since the South Vietnamese department of foreign affairs had not mentioned the names of the diplomats whom it wanted specifically to leave, the consul was able to retain two secretaries who kept their diplomatic immunities. Conversely, France allowed South Vietnamese agents in charge of consular, cultural and economic affairs to remain in Paris [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] . Since the consulate in Saigon had to operate with a reduced workforce, while it was saddled with the new task of providing political information, its workload increased significantly [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] . This information was hard to obtain, for the ruling circles avoided telling secrets to the French [START_REF] Froment-Meurice | Journal d'Asie : Chine-Inde-Indochine-Japon 1969-1975[END_REF] . Intelligence on public opinion was provided by the French living in South-Vietnam, such as businessmen or missionaries [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] . French diplomats also kept in touch with the NLF, but not in Saigon. Contacts were established in Cambodia (in plantations near the border with South Vietnam), in Prague, in Algiers, and in Paris where the Front was allowed to open a news bureau in 1967 [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam[END_REF] . All told, information was scarce: in 1970, the Quai complained: "We do not know well contemporary Vietnam 27 ".

Since the consulate knew that these correct, but cold, relations between the RV and France resulted from a compromise between the political tendencies represented in the junta, it avoided any provocation and kept a low profile. For instance, its traditional party for French nationals on Bastille Day was rescheduled on the politically neutral New Year's Day 28 . Indeed, South Vietnamese authorities did not lack means to make life difficult for the French. In 1965, they declined all the grants which allowed Vietnamese students to attend French universities. The Quai thought that this was just a passing whim of Nguyen Cao Ky, but all grants were turned down up to 1968 [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] . In January, 1966, the Saigon bureau of the French public radio and television service was forcibly closed [START_REF] Ad | Relations avec la République du Vietnam[END_REF] . Above all, the RV could forbid French firms to transfer their profits to France. Seventy percent of the profits could be transferred, but the permit had to be renewed each year. Of course, it was suspended from 1965 on, so that French firms operating in South Vietnam kept lobbying for the resumption of diplomatic relations. In April 1969, under their influence, foreign secretary Michel Debré inclined toward resumption, but department specialists dissuaded him, for fear of ruining relations with the DRV [START_REF] Froment-Meurice | [END_REF] .

Tension between the RV and France escalated after the speech delivered by De Gaulle in Phnom Penh on August 31, 1966, which blamed the American war in Vietnam with renewed vigour. Nguyen Cao Ky first considered the possibility of closing immediately all French schools, then settled for the arrest of two prominent French businessmen, Abel Goxe and Philippe Grandjean, the director of BGI [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, Bolle (CLV), memorandum "Rupture des relations diplo. avec Saigon[END_REF] . Both were detained and interrogated for some days by the military police, then released at the request of the American embassy. Nguyen Cao Ky blamed them for having paid taxes to the NLF to secure their plants against sabotage, but this was probably a pretext since, as Ky knew, American firms too paid the 'revolutionary tax [START_REF] Journoud | [END_REF] '. French-speaking schools were not closed on the spot, but the RV planned their gradual extinction. Elementary schools were handed over to Vietnamese authorities at the beginning of the autumn term in 1967. In secondary schools, pupils who had already enrolled were allowed to attend classes up to the baccalaureate exam, but all new enrolments were forbidden after 1968 [START_REF] Ad | Relations avec la République du Vietnam[END_REF] . This closure implied the decline of French cultural influence in South Vietnam, since up to that time, the professions had been trained in these schools, and French was taught only as a foreign language in Vietnamese universities. As soon as 1973, English had supplanted French as the main foreign language taught in Vietnamese secondary schools [START_REF] Ad | à l'intention de notre ambassadeur au Sud-Vietnam[END_REF] .

Even when France took no particular political initiative, the competition between Vietnamese politicians often resorted to French-bashing. For instance, in February and March, 1967, Nguyen Cao Ky, who competed with Nguyen Van Thieu for the presidential election set in September, and General Nguyen Ngoc Loan, chief of the military police, organised demonstrations against the consulate. They protested against the creation in Paris of a neutralist provisional government which was supposed to include the NLF and political exiles. But that was a fake news propagated by Loan, out of which Ky made capital to mobilise his political base: Catholics and exiles from the North. During the first demonstration, on February 27, the crowd invaded the building of the consulate. The building was left intact, but two official cars were set to fire. The South Vietnamese police reacted only tardily and reluctantly. The U.S. military police, which followed the demonstrators, was not required to intervene, but remained conspicuously passive, even when the guard of the consulate was beaten. After an official protest by Consul Lambroschini, the police guarded the consulate during the following demonstrations. Demonstrators protested now, not only against France, but against opponents to the war in the United States. Senator William Fulbright was as much reviled as De Gaulle [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] .

The half-hearted openings of South Vietnam to France Nguyen Van Thieu won the presidential election of September 3, 1967, and Nguyen Cao Ky was relegated to the honorific post of vice-president. Thieu was as much hostile to neutralism as was Ky. He tolerated corruption in the military and among civil servants, which kept potential competitors busy and gave him a free hand to govern alone. He had to adjust to the progressive withdrawal of the United States from the war, as shown by the opening of the Paris peace conference on May 10, 1968. South Vietnam depended far too much on the United States to entertain any idea of breaking with them, but in such a context, it looked for new partners which could intercede for it in Washington. Among them was France, which was approached during the summer of 1968. Cheered by the harsh anti-communist response of De Gaulle to the upheaval in May-June, 1968, Nguyen Van Thieu secretly suggested in July to resume diplomatic relations. In the immediate future, he hoped that France would renege on the authorization given to the NLF to open a news bureau in Paris. As a token of good will, South Vietnamese students were again allowed to accept French university grants. The consulate understood that the atmosphere had changed, and resumed its annual Bastille Day party in 1968 [START_REF] Ad | Cao Thang, envoyé du président Thieu[END_REF] .

France did not respond to this opening. Its official line, which was maintained up to the peace of January 27, 1973, was that, as the host of the Paris peace talks, it had to keep a neutral attitude which forbade any change to the level of relations with conference members, as long as the meetings were in session. This position, according to the Quai, was consistent with the opening of an NLF news bureau in Paris, for this office would be deprived of diplomatic status, its creation had been approved in 1967, and its existence would facilitate contacts with a party to the conference. Since French diplomats were unsure whether the RV would be able to withstand the test of time, they did not want to be overtly compromised with the Saigon regime and sever relations with the NLF. And since the responsibility of the break lay with the RV, France agreed to improved economic and cultural relations, but let Saigon take the initiative [START_REF] Ad | Attitude française face à l'offensive du Président Thieu[END_REF] .

South Vietnam brought more pressure to bear in 1969. In April, Nguyen Van Thieu publicly announced that he was ready to resume relations with Cambodia and France. In October, the RV accepted French university grants, extended by half the time allowed to French lessons in certain primary schools, allowed French firms to transfer out of Vietnam their profits for the year 1968, and, most importantly, rescinded decree 777 of 1964, which banned a number of French goods in South Vietnam. Consul Giovangrandi pleaded with the Quai that, now that the atmosphere was cleared, France should pave the way to side with the RV after the war, not with the DRV, for French interests were concentrated in the South, not in the North from where they had fled in 1954. Giovangrandi agreed that the Saigon regime remained "unstable and artificial", but he was voicing the concerns of French economic interests in South Vietnam [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] . The new undersecretary for Asian affairs, Henri Froment-Meurice, opposed such a move, for it was still impossible to know whether the RV or the NLF would govern in Saigon after the war. Thus, France did not have to choose between the North and the South, but to defend its interests in the South, taking care not to alienate any of the contending parties [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam[END_REF] . Accordingly, France welcomed a fresh start of economic and cultural relations with South Vietnam, but stopped short of political relations. Any move suggesting that France officially acknowledged that the Saigon regime was representative of the local population would have to be avoided, be it the signing of new treaties or conventions, official visits, or even frequent visits of prominent personalities [START_REF] Ad | Relations avec la République du Vietnam[END_REF] . But that was not good enough to satisfy the RV. When Froment-Meurice visited Saigon during a tour of East Asia, the counsellor of the South Vietnamese Foreign department let him know that, owing to the persistence of political disagreements, "it remained difficult to start a genuine negotiation" with France, and that Paris was suspected to back the candidature of Duong Van Minh for the presidential election of October, 1971 42 .

The South Vietnamese had bet that some gestures of good will would suffice to induce France to resume diplomatic relations, and they had been proved wrong. They soon reverted to cold relations, all the more as temporary military successes led them to believe that victory was within reach. For instance, during the spring of 1970, when American and South Vietnamese armies intervened in Cambodia, the Vietnamese shelled French-owned plantations in Cambodia and Western South Vietnam. The consulate protested, to no avail: it was told to complain against Cambodia [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] . But the retreat of Vietnamese armies from Cambodia at the end of June, under the pressure of the U. S. peace movement, humbled the RV. And since the measures which affected specifically French interests had been abrogated, an imperfect but bearable equilibrium characterized relations between Paris and Saigon from then on. In May, 1971, Froment-Meurice wrote that they could pass as rather satisfactory [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] . Indeed, during his assignment as consul from July, 1970 to May, 1973, Jacques de Folin was able to meet frequently with military commanders and higher civil servants, with American ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, with the U. S. commander-in-chief, Creighton Abrams, and even with Duong Van Minh. But he took care never to meet a member of the NLF or its successor the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG). He knew that the RV would never have tolerated such a move [START_REF] Ad | [END_REF] .

The anticommunism professed by French ruling elites and diplomats also contributed to ease relations between Paris and Saigon. Georges Pompidou, president of France from 1969 to 1974, was a Gaullist, but was not regarded as fully legitimate by certain members of his party, for he had not been a member of the Free French or the Resistance during World War II. He was also keen to heal the breach with the United States. Vietnam, which had caused some of the most violent clashes between De Gaulle and Washington, provided him with opportunities to assert himself with both audiences. Pompidou made it a point to display his coldness toward the PRG [START_REF] Froment-Meurice | [END_REF] . As soon as December, 1971, Froment-Meurice listed the advantages of a resumption of diplomatic relations with the RV, without mentioning the PRG: " (…) The strengthening of South Vietnam is a fact (elections, pacification, Vietnamization). (…) As realists, we note the current evolution of Vietnam (without renouncing the basic principles of our attitude). Indeed, there is a strong possibility that South Vietnam may survive. Military conquest by the North or socialization may be discounted. will make it easier for us to keep the South distinct from the North, to protect French interests, generally to make the most of our political, economic, and cultural influence in Vietnam, and to contribute to post-war reconstruction [START_REF]de base de notre attitude). En effet le Sud-Vietnam a de bonnes chances de survivre[END_REF] ." By June, 1972, the section of the French foreign office dealing with Asia felt that relations between France and the RV were "warming 48 ".

Accordingly, when peace returned to Vietnam, France resumed diplomatic relations with the RV, raised the status of its mission in Hanoi from consulate to full embassy, but conspicuously abstained from establishing diplomatic relations with the PRG. This position was questionable in law, since France was a guaranteeing power of the cease-fire in Vietnam, which explicitly mentioned the "two South-Vietnamese parties". Pompidou himself had decided to snub the PRG. Foreign secretary Maurice Schumann had advised to raise the PRG news bureau in Paris to the status of delegation, without any reciprocal representation of France to the PRG, but Pompidou resisted even this half-measure. It was only in 1974, after the death of Pompidou, that France allowed the PRG to establish a modest "permanent mission" in Paris [START_REF] Cesari | Le président Georges Pompidou et la guerre du Vietnam (1969-1974)[END_REF] .

And yet, South Vietnamese authorities deemed the French position unsatisfactory, for they denied any legitimacy to the PRG. The RV had tried to link the resumption of diplomatic relations with Paris to a French declaration recognizing the Saigon regime as the only legitimate power in the South, as the United States had done. Once again, the RV had asked for too much, and once again it maintained a cool attitude toward France. One year after the resumption of diplomatic relations, the French ambassador to Saigon, Jean-Maris Mérillon, had to admit the persistence of distrust toward French policy. He also noticed that, although a majority of the South Vietnamese elite was still fluent in French, young people under 30 were less eager to learn the language, that the sales of French books had fallen abysmally, that French economic interests in South Vietnam were concentrated in declining activities such as rubber plantations, and that French technology was now seriously challenged by American and Japanese competitors, for instance in the field of medical engineering [START_REF] Ad | Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976[END_REF] .

Conclusion: The diminished status of France in South Vietnam after the war

The conclusion is clear: the break of diplomatic relations did not cause any real harm to the staff of the French consulate in Saigon. The agents just had to work extra hours to adapt to cuts in the workforce. But they failed to maintain French economic and cultural positions in South Vietnam, as they were required to do. The Vietnamese governing circles were eager to break with all remnants of the colonial past, as shown by the Vietnamization of the schooling system. The enormous U. S. economic aid reorganized trade links away from France. The war discouraged new economic ventures. Political differences between the two states remained basic. The consulate had been assigned an unmanageable task.

Bibliographical essay

Since there is no other study of the activities of the French consulate in Saigon during the break-off of diplomatic relations, this chapter relies mostly on French diplomatic archives.

  Business as (Almost) Usual: The French Consulate General in Saigon during the Break of Diplomatic Relations between France and the Republic of Vietnam, 1965-1973. Laurent Cesari Univ. Artois, UR 4027 Centre de Recherches et d'Etudes Histoire et Sociétés (CREHS) F-62000, Arras, France

Ibid., p. 137-140.

R. W. Apple, Jr., op. cit. ; AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, 169, Giovanigrandi (Saigon), end-ofmission report, July 12, 1970; AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, 274, CLV, note 149, "Relations avec la République du Vietnam",March 18, 1970.

8 P. Journoud, op. cit., p. 162, 163, 164,

192. 9 Ibid., p. 168, 169, 170, 188, 189, 190.

AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, 272, Mattei (Saigon), telegrams 750-757 and 762-765, May 5, 1965; ibid., Mattei (Saigon), telegram 766-769, May 6, 1965.

Heather Marie Stur, Saigon at War: South Vietnam and the Global Sixties, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2020, p. 86, 87.

AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, 214, Mattei (Saigon), note 262/AS, "L'agitation anti-française à travers la presse vietnamienne", June 4, 1965.

P.Journoud, op. cit., p. 191, 192, 193, 194 ; AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam1965-1973, 272, Mattei (Saigon), telegrams 1075-1079 (June 23, 1965), 1081 (June 24, 1965), 1087-1089 (June 25, 1965); ibid., Lambroschini (Saigon), telegram 63-66 (June 28, 1965).

AD, Asie-Océanie, Sud-Vietnam 1965-1976, 272, Manac'h (Asie-Océanie), memorandum 413/AS, "Difficultés franco-vietnamiennes", December 2, 1965.